
TOP 
VARIETIES 

GROWN BY 
ORCHARDS IN IL

Rome
Baking

Sweet, slightly 
juicy, smooth skin

Zestar
Fresh Eating, Applesauce, 

Cider, Baking
Crisp, juicy, sweet

Red 
Delicious

Fresh Eating
Tough skinned, sweet, 

juicy

Jonagold
Fresh Eating, Cider, Baking

Crisp, juicy, honey-tart flavor

Arkansas 
Black

Baking
Firm texture, sweet, tart

APPLE FACTS
• Americans eat an average of 15 pounds of apples per year.

• Since every apple seed is made of its own unique genetic 
material, you can plant 10 seeds from a single apple and 
get 10 entirely different kinds of apples.

• The only apple native to North America is the crabapple. 

• The Illinois State Fruit is the GoldRush apple.

• Illinois has over 500 farms that grow apples on nearly 
2,200 acres.

• Apples contain no fat, sodium, or cholesterol and are a 
good source of fiber.

Gala
Fresh Eating, Applesauce

Sweet, soft skin

Winesap
Cider, Baking

Tart, very firm, spicy with  
wine-like flavor

Fuji
Fresh Eating, Cider, Baking

Juicy, crisp, sweet

McIntosh
Fresh Eating, Applesauce, Cider

Creamy, aromatic, sweet

Granny 
Smith

Fresh Eating, Baking
Crisp, very tart

EverCrisp
Fresh Eating

Sweet, juicy, crisp, firm

Honeycrisp
Fresh Eating, Applesauce, Cider, Baking

Juicy, crisp

Braeburn
Fresh Eating, Applesauce, Baking

Crisp, aromatic, sweet-tart

GoldRush
Fresh Eating, Applesauce,  

Cider, Baking
Smooth skinned dessert apple

Cortland
Fresh Eating, Baking

Sweet

Jonathan
Fresh Eating, Applesauce, 

Cider, Baking
Juicy, crisp, good balance of 

sweet & spicy

Golden 
Delicious

Fresh Eating, Applesauce, Cider, Baking
Firm, crisp, sweet

Learn more about where 
to find Illinois apples at 
specialtygrowers.org/shoplocal




